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The Alexamenos graffito is an inscription carved in plaster on a wall near
the Palatine Hill in Rome, now in the Palatine Antiquarium Museum. It is

alleged to be among the earliest known pictorial representations of the
Crucifixion of Jesus.

The image depicts a human-like figure attached to a cross and possessing
the head of a donkey. To the left of the image is a young man, apparently
intended to represent Alexamenos, a Roman soldieriguard, raising one
hand in a gesture possibly suggesting worship. Beneath the crossis a
caption written [in crude Greek] "Alexamenos worships [his] god".

In the next chamber, another inscription in a different hand reads
Alexamenos fidelis, Latin for "Alexamenos the faithful".
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