
Do you think nuclear energy now has a good image?

How does solar energy work?

Do you think cars will run from solar energy one day?

What are some of the main sources of air pollution?

How does air pollution affect human health?

What are some of the ways that individuals can reduce 

their own air pollution?



What is the main cause of global warming? How can 

we control it?

In what ways do wind farms help us?

What are the effects of using organic food on our 

lifestyle?

In your opinion, should we use plastic bags or we 

should get rid of them?

Does recycling save energy? Is it possible to recycle 

everything?

Is it possible to reuse e-waste? In what ways?



A place where waste is kept to be buried or recycled

landfill



toothbrush toothpaste
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Exercise. Complete the paragraphs with the correct words.

1. One hundred years ago, there were 

_________ cars on the road than there are today. 

As a result, there was __________ air pollution, 

too. Hopefully, more people will buy hybrid cars 

in the future, and the air will become cleaner 

again.

2. People today buy ______________ 

computers, TVs, and other electronics. We are 

making  ______________ e-waste, and we don't 

have  ______________ places to recycle it.

too much fewer enough less too many



Countable nouns

• liquids (water/milk/soda) 

• cereal

• meat (beef/lamb/pork)

• pasta

• bread

• cheese

• apples

• books

• stories

• belts

• child => children

• mouse => mice

Uncountable nouns

• treated as singular

• is

• singular / plural

• is / are



Countable nouns

Uncountable nouns

• How much space is there?

• We need more money.

• There’s enough food.

• We should use less plastic.

• There is too much light.

• How many cars do you have?

• We need more laptops.

• There are enough dishes.

• I need fewer shoes.

• There are too many bottles.



Countable or uncountable?
food | fruit | fish | meat | etc.

Talking normally about them non-count noun

Talking about different types count noun

• Cereal is a food.

• That fruit I ate was really sweet.

• We have fish for dinner.

• I don’t like meat for dinner.

• There are many foods to choose at this restaurant.

• She sells many kinds of fruits. | Fruits are full of vitamins.

• Fishes in this ocean are in a great danger.

• Doctor prohibited him from eating meats, like beef or lamb.



Exercise. Choose the correct choice to complete each sentence.

1. A:  I'd like to eat more / fewer organic food.

B:  Me, too. There are too many / too much chemicals in the food 

we eat.

2. A:  There are much / more hybrid cars on the road these days. 

Don't you think so?

B:  I do. Less/ Fewer people are buying cars that use a lot of gas.

3. A:  We have too many / don't have enough recycling bins here.

B:  I agree. We need more of them.

4. A:  I think this computer uses too many / too much energy.

B:  My computer does, too. I need to buy one that uses

less / fewer energy.

5. A:  There aren’t enough / much wind farms in this area.

B:  That will change soon. The government just needs more / 

fewer time.

6. A:  I think we use  too many / too much plastic bags.

B:  I know we do, but we always recycle them.
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Four Corners
Unit 8, Lesson B



What’s your favorite food? Do you like burgers?

I like burgers, but I like pizza more than burgers.

I like burgers, but I prefer pizza to burgers.



Which one do you want? Pizza or burgers?

I like both, but I prefer burgers (to pizza).

I like both, but I’d prefer burgers (to pizza). [polite]

I like both, but I’d rather have burgers (than pizza).

[at a fast food restaurant]



I like both, but I prefer having burgers to 

having pizza.

I like both, but I’d prefer having burgers to 

having pizza.

I like both, but I’d rather have burgers than 

pizza.



OK Sandy, we’re going to travel to 

New York. How would you like to go?

I’d prefer train to plane.

I’d rather travel by train than by plane.



I’d prefer museum to zoo.

I’d rather visit museum than zoo.



I’d prefer coffee to tea in the morning.

I’d rather drink coffee than tea in the 

morning.



Would you like to eat out tonight?

I’d prefer not to eat out tonight.

I’d rather not eat out tonight.



Why did you reject my phone call?

I’d prefer not to discuss it right now.

I’d rather not discuss it right now.



I prefer [to do / doing] …

I don’t prefer [to do / doing] …

I’d prefer [to do] … 

I’d prefer not [to do] …

I’d rather [do] …

I’d rather not [do]

General, direct statement of preference

Polite, situational, and often softer expression of 

preference

Direct, comparative preference /  More informal / 

Often used in immediate or specific choices



• I'd prefer to walk rather than take the bus.

•She chose to study biology rather than chemistry.

•He decided to cook dinner rather than order takeout.

• I'd like to stay home rather than go out tonight.

•They chose to drive rather than fly for their vacation.

•She enjoys reading books rather than watching 

movies.

•He prefers playing soccer rather than basketball.

• I'd rather work on this project alone rather than in a 

group.

•We should save money rather than spend it on 

unnecessary items.

rather than



• How long has he bought the car?

• How much is the car?
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Exercise. Complete the conversations with the correct sentences.

1. A: How many kilometers do you ride your bike every week?

B:  ______________________________________________

A: Wow! It's a really nice bike, too. How much did you pay for it?

B: ______________________________________________

2. A: How often do you buy organic food?

B: ______________________________________________

A: How much do you spend?

B: ______________________________________________

(A) I'd prefer not to say. But it wasn't too expensive for a good bike.

(B) Probably every week.

(C) I'd say maybe 100 kilometers.

(D) I'd rather not answer that. The grocery store near my house isn't cheap.
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Exercise. Listen to the audio and complete the conversation.

A: Can I help you? 

B: Yes. I'd like to ask you some questions about your 

driving (1) ________. 

A: OK, sure.

B: How often do you drive your car?

A: Oh, (2) ______ about 10 or 12 times a week.

B: And how much do you spend on gas every week? 

A: Hmm. I'd say maybe 40 dollars. I drive a hybrid, so 

it doesn't use (3)________ gas.

B: How long have you had your hybrid? 

A: (4) ________ for four years. 

B: And how much did you pay for it? 

A: Uh, I’d (5) _________ not answer that. I paid more 

than I wanted to.

1. habits

2. I’d say

3. too much

4. Probably

5. rather
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