
High Intermediate 1 – Unit 1 

Nouns 

 
 

Common Nouns Proper Nouns 

 People 

 Places 

 Things 
 

 People 

 Places 

 Months 

 Days 

 Holidays 

 Languages 

 Nationalities 

 Seasons 
 
 
 
 

Count Nouns Noncount Nouns 

 Articles(a/an/the) 

 Plural -S 

 Definite Article (the) 

 Zero Article 
 

Quantifiers 
 

Count Nouns Noncount Nouns  

How many? How much?  

a number an amount  

 a few 
 few 
 a lot of 
 many 
 a couple of 
 some  
 any 
 a great number of 

 plenty of 

 a little 
 few 
 a lot of 
 much 
 some 
 any 
 a great deal of 
 plenty of 

 

 

 

 

 



1: These nouns are uncountable: 
 

2: a few , few , a little , little 
 a few = not many but enough 
 few= not enough=almost no 
 a little = not much but enough 
 little=not enough=almost no 

3: none of 
 None of the students is / are from China. 
 None of the cake is/was fresh. 

4.none of , neither of , both of 
 None of these numbers are even.(3,5,7) 
 Neither of these numbers are even.(5,7) 
 Both of these numbers are odd.(5,7) 

5. units of measurement+ NOUNs 
 a loaf of bread 
 a bar of soap 
 a glass of water 
 a trunk of tree 
 a can of soda 
 a tube of toothpaste 

 a herd of sheep/elephants 
 a school of fish 
 a head of cabbage/lettuce 
 a clove of garlic 
 drifts of sand 
 … 

 



High Intermediate 1 

Unit 2: Adjectives 

 
one-syllable Adj. 

(short adj.) 
Long Adj. 

Equatives 
as+           +as 
 

as+            +as 

Comparatives 
 
            -er      than 

 
more/less+             than 

Superlatives 
 
    the               -est  

 
the most/least+ 

 

Examples for Equative Forms   as …..as 

1)   =to the same degree/amount 
 Smart phones are as popular as laptops. 
 Let's walk. It's just as quick as taking the bus. 
 Susan is as beautiful as her older sister. 
 Both tennis and soccer are interesting sports.But, tennis is 

not just as exciting. 
2) as…adj./adv..as 
 Please give it back to me as soon as possible. 
 I didn't want to wake anybody, so I came in as quietly as I 

could. 
 As much/far as I know …. 

3) twice/three times as…as 
 Your car is twice as expensive as mine. 
 You should try twice as much as you did. 

 
 
 

Adj. Adj. 

Adj. Adj. 

Adj. Adj. 



Examples for Comparative forms 

4) =not as …..as 
 Chinese is more difficult than English. 
 Mt.Everest is higher than all other mountains. 
 America is big.But,Russia is bigger. 

 
5)comparative + and + comparative(=an increase / a decrease) 
 At  first , I didn't like my job .But, later I got more and more 

interested in it. 
 As I waited for my exam result , I became more and more 

nervous. 
 Tabriz is growing fast.It's getting bigger and bigger. 

6)the + comparative …, the + comparative… (=cause-and-effect)     
 The more I try not to be nervous , the more nervous I feel. 
 The younger you are, the easier it is to learn. 
 The more electricity you use , the higher your bill will be. 
 The more I thought about the plan,the less I liked. 

7)  much/a lot/ far 
      a bit/a little/slightly              +  comparative        
 This camera is much more expensive than the other one. 
 " How do you feel?"   "Much better,thanks!" 
 John 10      Mike 15      Peter  90 
 Mike is older than John (by 5 years). 
 Peter is much older than John.  (very older : not correct) 

8)  no / any + comparative 
 How do you feel now ? Do you feel any better? 
 This T-shirt does not fit me any longer. 
 This hotel is better than the other one.And,it's no more 

expensive. 
 



 
Examples for Superlative  forms 

9) 
 My house is the largest one in the neighborhood. 
 =There are no other houses larger than mine. 

 
 We all threw our rocks at the same time.Mine flew the 

highest. 
 
 The room we reserved was the best in the hotel. 

(=There were no other rooms better than ours.) 

 
 What was the happiest day of your life? 

 
10)Superlatives with Perfect Tenses 
 This novel is the best novel I've ever read. 

=I've never read any novels better than this one. 

 
 It was the best novel I'd ever read. 

 
 



High Intermediate 1 – Unit 3 

Adverbs 

 

1.Adverbs are used to describe …… 

A verb  She answered the questions quickly. 
 (We didn't go out because of the heavy rain.) 
 We didn't go out because it was raining heavily. 

Adjectives  It's extremely nice . 
 The test was surprisingly easy. 

adverbs  He is running very quickly . 
 She learns languages incredibly quickly. 

 
 

2.Different Forms of Adverbs 

#1 #2 #3 #4 
-ly 

adverbs 
-ly 

adjectives 
Irregular Forms (adj. ,adv.) (adv.) 

quickly 
nicely 

perfectly 
seriously 
quietly 
badly 

heavily 

silly 
friendly 
lovely 
lonely 
elderly 
lively 
likely 

good 
early 
late 
hard 
fast 
high 

 

well 
early 
late 
hard 
fast 
high 

slow 
quick 
loud 
clear 

cheap 

slowly 
quickly 
loudly 
clearly 

cheaply 

 

 Don't speak so loud/loudly;the neighbors will hear. 
 

 

 

 

 



3.Comparing adverbs 

 Equatives Comparative Superlative 

Short Adverbs as+ adv. + as adv. –er  + than the+ adv. - est 

 Examples: fast,high,early,.. 

Long Adverbs as+ adv. + as more/less+adv.+than the most/least +adv. 

 Examples: carefully,cheaply, 

Irregular Forms 

as well as better than the best 

as badly as worse than the worst 

as much as more than the most 

as little as less than the least 

as far as farther/further than the farthest/furthest 
 

Equatives : Examples 
 You should try to write as clearly as your friend does. 

Comparatives: Examples 
 You speak English more fluently now than last year. 
 Planes can fly higher than birds. 
 Would you speak more slowly? 
 Harry runs fast,but Matt runs faster. 
 I came home early , but Steven arrived earlier than I did. 
 Knowing punctuation rules helps you write more 

efficiently. 
 He drives less confidently but more carefully after the 

accident. 
 The kite flew higher  and higher as the wind picked up.(=an 

increase) 
 The longer I waited , the more patient I grew.(=cause-&-

effect) 
 The more you learn English , the more you need to. 

Superlatives: Examples 
 He arrived the earliest , so he had to wait for the others. 

 



4. Confusing Words 

# 1 hard (adv.)  - hardly (adv.) 
   You're speaking very quietly . I can hardly hear you. 

 He tried hard to find a job, but he had no luck. 
 I'm not surprised he didn't find a job. He hardly 

tried to find one. 
 My back is really killing me. I can hardly move. 
 You look the same now as you looked 15 years 

ago. You've hardly changed. 
# 2 late(adv.)   – lately(adv.) 

   Susan just phoned to say she was working late this 
evening. 

 She said she'd prefer us to arrive no later than 
(=not after) 9:00 o'clock. 

 I've been very busy lately. 
# 3 lively(adj.)   – live (adv.) 

   A lively child. 
 The match will be shown live by the BBC. 

# 4 wrong ( adj. , adv.) – wrongly ( adv.) 
   Your calculations must be wrong. 

 You've spelled my name wrong. 
# 5 lonely(adj.) - alone(adv.) 

   A lonely old man 
 You shouldn't leave a child alone in the house. 
 That old man lives alone. 

 

 

 

 



5.Types of Adverbs 

1 Adverbs of time They tell us when sth is done / happens. 
  

Examples : afterwards,already,immediately,last 
month,now,soon, then , yesterday,… 

2 Adverbs of place They tell us where sth is done / happens. 
  

Examples :above,below,here,outside,under,over there,… 
3 Adverbs of manner They tell us how sth is done / happens. 
  

Examples :badly,happily,sadly,slowly,well,hard,fast,… 
4 Adverbs of degree They tell us the level / extent sth is done 

/ happens. 
  

Examples :almost,much,nearly,quite,so,very,too,really,… 
5 Adverbs of 

frequency 
They tell us how often sth is done / 
happens. 

  
Examples :again,always,hardly ever, never, usually, twice, … 

 



English Tenses 

Past Tenses Present Tenses Future Tenses 
1.Simple Past    was,were, -ed, irregular verbs , did 1.Simple Present                           do,does 1.Simple Future         will do, be going to do 
She went to the movies. 
Did she go to the movies? 
She helped the old man. 
Did she help the old man? 

I/You/we/They walk to school. 
Do you walk to school? 
He/She walks to school. 
Does he walk to school? 

What will you do? 
What are you going to do? 
 

2.Past Progressive              was/were doing 2.Present Progressive        am/is/are doing 2.Future Progressive              will be doing 
What were you doing yesterday this time? 
I was doing my homework when she arrived. 

I am washing the car now. 
She is watching TV at the moment. 
The kids are playing right now. 

What will you be doing this weekend? 
Tomorrow this time I will be flying to Hong Kong. 

3.Past Perfect                             had done 3.Present Perfect               have/has done 3.Future Perfect                    will have done 

When we arrived , the train had left. 
 

Wow! It has rained. 
I've already typed the letters. 

I will have finished typing the letter by 11. 

4.Past Perfect Progressive   
                                                 had been doing 

4.Present Perfect Progressive   
                                      have / has been doing 

4.Future Perfect Progressive 
                                       will have been doing 

I had been waiting for the bus for half an 
hour when Tom came along. 

It's been raining for 1 hour. 
How long have you been waiting here? 

I will have been studying English for three 
semesters by the time I take the TOEFL exam. 
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Unit 4 

Present : Present Continuous 

1 You are in the middle of doing sth. Let's go out now.It isn't raining anymore. 

2 around now, these days Kate wants to work in Italy,so she's learning Italian. 

3 Temporary actions I usually drive to work,  but today I'm taking a taxi to work. 

4 Future Plans What are you doing this weekend? 

5 Changes Is your English getting better? 
The population of the world is increasing very fast. 

6 Complaining about doing sth too 
often 

I lost my keys again.I'm always losing them. 
You're always looking at your phone . Don't you have anything 
else to do? 

7 How a person is behaving I can't understand why he is being so selfish.He isn't usually 
like that. 
A: The path is icy. Don't slip. 
B: Don't worry .I'm being vey careful. 

Present : Simple Present  

1 Daily routines I learn about the recent news online every day. 

2 Personal habits I don't travel a lot. 

3 Things happening 
generally/repeatedly 

I always go to work by car. 

4 Scientific facts Water freezes at zero degree. 
Rice doesn't grow in cold climates. 

5 How often? Michael usually plays tennis two or three times a week. 

6 Saying sth=Doing it I promise/apologize/suggest/agree/advise/insist/refuse/suppose… 
I promise I won't be late. 
 

Present : Present Perfect (Continuous) 

1 connects past to present He has taught English for 5 years (since 2015). 

2 Unfinished actions from past until 
now. 

I have worked in this company for 15 years/ since 2011. 
I have been working  in this company for 15 years/ since 2011. 

3 How many times you did sth. Susan really loves that book.She's read it three times. 
sarah has lost her passport again.This is the second time this 
has happened. 

4 To talk about experiences. Have you ever eaten sushi? 
We've never had a car. 
It's the fist time he has driven a car.=He has never driven a car 
before. 

5 With Superlative Adjectives It's a really boring movie.It's the most boring movie I have ever 
seen. 

6 This tense tells us sth about now Sally isn't here.She's gone out to the country for a few days. 

7 Present Perfect Continuous: 
An activity that just stopped or is 
still in progress 

Why are you out of breath.Have you been running? 
It's been raining for two hours. 
How long have you been learning English? 
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Words frequently used with Present Perfect 

 Since,for,ever,yet,so far,so long,already,just 

 Today,this evening , this year ,… =when these periods are not finished at the time of speaking 
-I've had four cups of coffee today. 
-They've played tennis three times this week. 

Talking about Future: 
will + Verb Sudden decisions ‘Did you call Max?’  

‘Oh no, I forgot. I’ll call him now.’ 

Polite requests Will you shut the door? 

To say what we know or 
believe about the future 

I think James will go to the party on Friday. 
I’ll probably be home late tonight. 
Don’t worry about the exam. I’m sure you’ll 
pass. 
Do you think Sarah will like the present we 
bought her? 
I wonder what will happen. 

Generally we use "will" to 
talk about the future, but 
sometimes we use will to 
talk about now: 

Don’t phone Amy now. She’ll be busy. (= she’ll 
be busy now) 

be going to + Verb Decisions/Intentions This cheese smells horrible .I'm not going to 
eat it. 
I don't know what I'm going to do about the 
proble. 
! We ere going to take the train,but then we 
decided to drive instead. 

Plans What are you going to do this weekend? 

The situation makes it clear 
what will happen. 
Evidence 

Look at those black clouds.It's going to rain. 
 
!I thought it was goin to rain,but it didn't. 

Present Progresive Plans/Personal Arrangemnt What time are you meeting Kate tomorrow? 
I'm going to the movies this evening? 
What time are you arriving? 

Simple Present Schedules/Programs 
Fixed Timetables 

I have to go. My flight leaves at 11:30. 
The movie starts at 8:15. 

Future Progressive I will be in the middle of 
doing sth: 

This time next week I’ll be on holiday. I’ll be 
lying on the beach or swimming in the sea. 
At 10 o'clock tomorrow he will be working. 

To talk about complete 
actions in the future. 

The team’s star player is injured and won’t 
be playing in the game on Saturday. 

 To talk about things that 
are already planned or 
decided: 

I'll be going downtown later. Can I get you 

anything? 
"Will you be using your bicycle this evening?" 
"No, you can take it." 

Future Perfect (Continuous) Sth will be complete before a 
time in the future. 

We’re late. The film will already have started by the 

time we get to the cinema. 
Next year is Ted and Amy's 25th wedding 
anniversary. They will have been married for 
25 years. 
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Unit 5 

Past Tenses 

1 Simple Past 
Things that happened at a specific 
time in the past 

Mozart lived from 1756 to 1791. 
How many people did they invite to the wedding? 
I got married when I was 24 years old. 

2 Past Progressive 
You were in the middle of doing 
sth at a certain time in the past 

This time last year I was living in Hong Kong. 
I waved at her, but she wasn't looking. 

3 Past Perfect (Continuous) 
Things that happened before/earlier 
than another action in the past 

When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already gone home. 
Karen didn’t come to the cinema with us. She’d already seen 
the movie. 

 

used to / would + base form of the veb 

1. Long ago people used to think that the sun turned around the Earth. 

2. Tehran used to be much smaller than this. 

3. You used to be Intermediate students last term. 

4. There used to be a large car park on this street.(=location) 

5. I used to have long hair when I was young.(=possession) 

6. You used to be much happier than this.(=state) 

7. I used to be much happier when I was a child. 

8. I used to read books more often. 

9. Friends would repeatedly ask him when he was going to get married. (=expresses that this 

happened regularly in the past) 

 

 

would  /  was/were going to  + base form of the Verb 

1. Nobody knew what the result would be.( Future in the past) 

2. Nobody knew which team would win the game . . ( Future in the past) 

3. When I was younger , I was very interested in knowing whom I would be marrying. 

4. Last night I was going to pay a visit to my grandma, but something turned up and I couldn't. 
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Unit 6 

Contrasting Tenses : 

1. ! Compare : Past Perfect and Past Simple 

 Kate wasn’t at home when I phoned.She was at her mother’s house. 

 Kate had just got home when I phoned.She’d been at her mother’s house. 

 
2. ! Compare : Present Perfect and Past Simple 

 The World War I began in 1914.( a definit time expression in the past) 

 This book has gained a lot of popularity among many students. 

 Have you seen John this morning?(=It is still morning.) 

 Did you see John this morning?(=It's not morning now.) 
 

3. ! Compare : Present Perfect and Simple Past 

- I've mailed her, but she hasn't replied.(=new information=new or recent happening) 

-I mailed her , but she didn't reply.( =not recent or new) 

- Somebody has invented a new type of washing machine? /Who invented the washing machine? 

4. ! Compare : Present Perfect Simple and Present Perfect Continuous 

- I've been doing my homework for two hours.(unfinished) 

- I have done my homework.(finished) 

 

5. ! Compare : Present Progressive and Present Perfect Continuous 

- Don't disturb me now.I'm studying. 

- I've been studying hard.Now I'm going to have a break. 

- My hands are very dirty.I've been repairing my bike. 

- My bike is OK again now.I've repaired it. 

 

6. !Compare : Perfect Tenses  

1. Ted and Amy have been married for 24 years. (present perfect( 

2. Next year they will have been married for 25 years. (future perfect ) 

3. When their son was born, they had been married for three years. (past perfect) 

 

Tenses used together 

1 Past Progressive – Simple Past It was raining when I got up. 
I hurt my back while I was working in the yard. 

2 Present Perfect – Simple Past Silvia is a very good tennis player.She's been playing sice she 
was eight. 

3 Past Perfect – Simple Past When we got home last night, we found that somebody had 
broken into the flat. 

4 Past Progressive – Past Progressive While I was watching TV , Kate was talking on the phone. 
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State Verbs : think ,know, want, love , like , hope , remember , have , see , smell , taste , look , feel  

! Some of these verbs can be used both as a State Verb and as an Action Verb. 

 I have a car.  / I'm having lunch right now. 

 How do you feel now? / How are you feeling now? 

 The soup tastes delicious. / I'm tasting the soup. 

 Ted looks angry today. / Ted is looking angrily at me. 

 

Sequence of Tenses 

1. I don't know what my exam result will be. 

2. Nobody knows what their lives will be in the future. 

3. I'm not sure if I'm going to pass or not. 

4. When Bob applied for the job, he knew he would be a success. 
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High- Intermediate 1: Unit 6 

Present Perfect or Present perfect Progressive? 

 John has worked in this company for 10 years. 

 John has been working in this company for 10 years. 

 He's broken his finger and it's in a lot of pain now. 

 I'm waiting for my friend. I've been waiting for him for half 

an hour. 

 She has been painting the ceiling.(=unfinished action, still in 

progress.) 

 She's painted the ceiling.(= a finished action) 

Simple Present & Present Progressive 

 Auntie Mary stays with us quite often. The children love having 

her here.(=all of an action) 

 Auntie Mary is with us at the moment. The children are loving 

having her here.(=part of an action) 

 

Stative Verbs 

 Stative Verbs can be used actively. They show an action 

 The food tastes delicious. 

 I'm tasting the food. 

 

 John is a funny boy. 

 John, you are being so funny! 

 

 That oven looks very old as if it has never been used. 

there + be (=existence) 

 I went to see if my old school was still there. 

 There are many interesting places to visit. 

 There used to be a large supermarket on this street. 

 There was a taxi waiting outside the hotel. 

Sequence of Tenses 

 Years ago, nobody knew what their lives would be like. 

 Nobody knows what his or her life will be like in the future. 

 



Modals 

Unit 7 
Present / Future 

 

Unit 8 
Past 

 

1.Abilities 1.Abilities 
can 

be able to 
could 

was/were able to 
2.Possibilities 2.Possibilities 

may 
might 
could 

may+ have + P.P. 
might+ have + P.P. 
could+ have + P.P. 

3.Advice 3.Advisability 

sould 
had better 

ough to 

should (not) + have + P.P. 
ought to have + P.P. 

4.Obligation 4.Obligation 

must 
have/has to 

had to 
 

5.Assumptions/Deductions 
possibility=100% 

5.Assumptions/Deductions 
possibility=100% 

must (not) 
can't 

Positive deduction:  must have + P.P. 
Negative deduction: can't/couldn't have + P.P. 

 





























 

  

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 



 

          



 



Making Deductions about Past 

We can use modal verbs for deduction – guessing if something is true using the available information. The 

modal verb we choose shows how certain we are about the possibility. This page focuses on making 

deductions about the past. 

must have 

We use must have + past participle when we feel sure about what happened. 

 Who told the newspapers about the prime minister's plans? It must have been someone close to him. 

 

 The thief must have had a key. The door was locked and nothing was broken. 

 

 Oh, good! We've got milk. Mo must have bought some yesterday. 

might have / may have 

We can use might have or may have + past participle when we think it's possible that something happened.  

 I think I might have left the air conditioning on. Please can you check? 

 

 Police think the suspect may have left the country using a fake passport. 

May have is more formal than might have. Could have is also possible in this context but less common. 

can't have / couldn't have 

We use can't have and couldn't have + past participle when we think it's not possible that something 

happened. 

 She can't have driven there. Her car keys are still here. 

 

 I thought I saw Adnan this morning but it couldn't have been him – he's in Greece this week. 
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So - Neither – Either- too 

SO 

SO is used to show agreement with positive statements. 

SO + Auxiliary/Be + Subject (pronoun)  

The Auxiliary (or To Be/Have) needs to agree with the verb tense in the original statement. 

It is similar to using TOO at the end of a sentence. 

Person A  Person B   

I am happy.  So am I. = I am happy too.  

I'm going to Brazil in the summer.  So am I. = I am going to Brazil too.  

You look nice today.  So do you.  = You look nice too.  

Stephanie has a new boyfriend.  So does Mary. = Mary has a new one too.  

We went to the concert last night.  So did I. = I went to the concert too.  

I would love a coffee right now.  So would I. = I would love a coffee too.  

He will win a prize.  So will I. = I will win one too.  

They have finished their homework.  So have I. = I have finished too.  

I can speak two languages.  So can I. = I can speak two too.  

He should study more.  So should I. = I should study more too.  

We could see the mountains.  So could we. = We could see them too.  

My brother had eaten too much.  So had I. = I had eaten too much too.  

Sometimes you can use So + Auxiliary + Subject as a continuation of the first part of the sentence. 

 John can sing well and so can his brother. 

(= John can sing will and his brother can sing well too) 

 

NEITHER 

Neither is used to show agreement with negative statements. 

Neither + Auxiliary + Subject (pronoun)  

The Auxiliary needs to agree with the verb tense in the original statement. 

It is similar to using either at the end of a sentence, although Neither is more commonly used, especially in 

spoken English. 

A: I don't understand Spanish. 

B: Neither do I. (= I don't understand Spanish either.) 

A: I cannot swim. 

B: Neither can I. (= I can't swim either.)  

Sometimes people respond Me Neither instead of Neither + Auxiliary + Subject though this is very 

informal spoken English. 



Person A  Person B   

I am not hungry.  Neither am I.  = I'm not hungry either.  

I'm not going to quit.  Neither am I.  = I'm not going to quit either.  

They don't speak French.  Neither do I. = I don't speak French either.  

Stephanie doesn't eat meat.  Neither does Mary. = Mary doesn't eat meat either.  

Mary didn't go to the party.  Neither did I. = I didn't go either.  

I wouldn't like to do his job.  Neither would I. = I wouldn't like to do it either.  

He won't stop talking.  Neither will you. = You won't stop either.  

You haven't finished your meal.  Neither have you. = You haven't finished either.  

I can't reach the top shelf.  Neither can I. = I can't reach it either.  

You shouldn't talk in the movie.  Neither should you. = You shouldn't talk either.  

We couldn't hear him.  Neither could we. = We couldn't hear him either.  

I hadn't seen her before.  Neither had I. = I hadn't seen her before either.  

 

Summary Charts 

 



 
 



  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 I can speak both Japanese and Spanish. 
 


