
How to Apply for Graduate School

برای مقطع تحصیلات تکمیلیاپلایراهنمای 
                           

ی ویدیوهای همراه به یوتیوب در آموزش 



Overview

Source: Clemson University

❑ Part 1: How to Write a Resume.

❑ Part 2: How to Write an Inquiry Email.

❑ Part 3: How to Write a Statement of Purpose.

❑ Part 4: How to Interview for Graduate School.



YouTube Videos

❑ Part 1: Resume    https://youtu.be/oU7OOkxDI9w

❑ Part 2: Inquiry Email   https://youtu.be/Cn2s8dY7dj0

❑ Part 3: Statement of Purpose https://youtu.be/RE8dOdM2Xv4

❑ Part 4: Interview   https://youtu.be/vphPGI7lG9k

 Part 4 explained in English   



Part 1

How to Write a Resume



What is a Resume?

Source: Clemson University

Purpose

Contents 

Format



Personal Information

❑ Name / Email / Phone / Mailing Address

❑ Objective (optional)

No identifiable 
information



Education

❑ Degree / Major / Minor / Institution



Work Experience

❑ Job Title / Company / Location / Dates



Publications

❑ Journals / Conferences / Technical Reports



Awards and Achievements

❑ Recognitions



Service Activities

❑ Extracurricular Activities
❑ Memberships, Community Involvements, Volunteers



Skills

❑ Language / Software / Soft Skills



Winning Resume

100% Honest

Show your strength / assets

Brief / Concise / Easy to Read

No Grammar/Spelling Errors

Short!



Part 2

How to Write an Inquiry Email



Inquiry Email

Purpose

Contents 

Format

Unique



Three Sections

❑ Section 1: Introduction

➢Who you are: name, degree, standing, university

➢Why you are sending this email: PhD, MS, etc.



Three Sections

❑ Section 2: Your Qualifications

➢Why you are a good fit for the professor’s lab.



Three Sections

❑ Section 3: Conclusion

➢Call to action.



Important Considerations

Study about the professors

Use your academic email

Clear subject line

Professional greetings

No Grammar/Spelling Errors



Important Considerations

Pool of applicants

Game of numbers

Unique and Short

Instagram Live!



Part 3

How to Write a Statement of Purpose



What is a Statement of Purpose?

Source: Clemson University

Why Me?

Why You?

WRITING 

SKILLS



Statement of Purpose

❑ Section 1: Introduction

❑ Section 2: About the Student

❑ Section 3: About the University/Program

❑ Section 4: Conclusion



Section 1: Introduction

➢Who you are. 
❑ Name, Degree, Standing, and University

➢What you want to accomplish by completing this degree.
❑  Ph.D. (Teaching, Research, and Service)



Section 2: About the Student 

➢Your background. 
❑ Research, Professional Work, Teaching, etc.

➢Soft skills.
❑ Working hard, Persisting through challenges, etc.

➢Unclear items in your resume.
❑ Gaps in your education, work, etc.

➢Personal statement.



Section 3: About the University/Program 

➢University. 
❑ Mission, Vision, Values, and Goals.

➢Program.
❑ Goals, Professors, Alumni, etc.



Section 4: Conclusion

➢Summary. 

➢You are a good fit!

➢Short.



Faculty Survey

Demonstration that you know what area of research I'm in and 

you know what my lab/research group studies. For the most up-to-

date information on this, I recommend checking faculty member's 

websites or most recent papers with their students.



Faculty Survey

Clear understanding of what research area you want to study.

Provide an example of a problem think is important for research to

tackle. I want to know that the student understands the specifics 

of the field to some degree that they want to study, rather than 

the generic "transportation safety" or "human factors" - it is 

helpful if the student can give a one-liner or a couple sentences 

about a potential research problem they see as one that may be 

worth studying that is more specific.



Faculty Survey

It is helpful to see from the student that they are a competent

writer. While progress can be made during a PhD, at this point, it is 

incredibly important for the potential student to be a clear writer 

to successfully write papers, conference papers, and put together 

conference presentations/posters. And of course, to write their 

proposal and dissertation.



Faculty Survey

The most important factor is writing something from your side. 

Instructors can easily say if you’re talking from your heart or your 

SOP is based on available samples on Google. - Make it unique. 

Everyone can write cliché. But everyone doesn’t win the 

competition. The creative people can win the competition. 



Important Considerations

➢No Grammatical, Spelling, or Editorial Errors. 



Part 4

How to Interview for Graduate School



What is the Purpose?

Source: Clemson University

➢Do you have what it takes to succeed in graduate school? 

❑ Communication skills

❑ Interpersonal skills

❑ Interest and Motivation

❑ Maturity



Online Interview

➢Section 1: Personal Characteristics

➢Section 2: Academic Experience/Goals

➢Section 3: Selected Program

➢Section 4: Extracurricular Activities

➢Section 5: Your Questions



Section 1: Personal Characteristics

➢Tell me about yourself. 
❑ Graduate school is inevitable!

➢What are your strengths and weaknesses?
❑ Avoid showing yourself arrogant or problematic.

➢How you manage conflicts, stress, challenges, etc.
❑ Provide examples but be positive and professional.



Section 2: Academic Experience/Goals

➢Why are you interested in this field? 
❑ Extend your SOP discussion.

➢What are your research interests?
❑ Connect your interests with those of the program/professor.

➢What is the most pressing issue in your field today.
❑ Recent literature.



Section 2: Academic Experience/Goals

➢Tell me about your university experience.
❑ Show that you are prepared for the position.

➢What are your career goals?
❑ Short-term and long-term.



Section 3: Selected Program 

➢Why did you choose to apply to our program? 
❑ Do you care enough?
❑ University Mission and Vision. 
❑ Professors.
❑ Alumni.

➢What other schools are you considering?
❑ What is your particular interest to attend this school.



Section 4: Extracurricular Activities

➢Tell me about your hobbies. 
❑ Being multi-dimensional.
❑ Work-life balance.



Section 5: Your Questions

➢Do you have any questions for me? 
❑ “No” is the wrong answer.

▪ How long does it take typically to complete the program?
▪ Where are recent graduates employed?
▪ Are there any scholarships/fellowships available?
▪ What is the selection timeline?



Important Considerations

Prepare your environment

Mock interview

Bring good energy

Follow up


